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     HERE ARE SOME WORDS YOU’LL HEAR IN HIGHER EDUCATION!  

 

➢ Further education (FE) – the level of education you complete at school or college 

before you start higher education. 

 

➢ Higher Education (HE) - refers to University or College education as opposed to 

School education. 

 

➢ College – a provider of further and higher education. When we use the term 'uni' 

or 'university', this is often a generic reference that incorporates colleges too. 

For example, when we say 'applying to university', we mean 'applying to university 

or college'. 

 

➢ University – (or ‘uni’ for short) – a provider of higher education. 

 

➢ Conservatoire – a provider of performance-based music, dance, screen, and drama 

courses. 

 

➢ Deferred study (for school leavers) is study that is approved to begin as of the 

first semester of the succeeding year, allowing a 12-month break between high 

school and further study. Also known as a ‘gap year’. 

 

➢ Gap year – a year typically taken after completion of secondary- qualifications 

before starting a higher education course. During this year, students often travel, 

volunteer, or complete work experience. 
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➢ UCAS – the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service in the UK. This is where 

you apply for Higher Education Courses. 

 

➢ Undergraduate – the first level of study in higher education. If you graduate 

from an undergraduate degree, you can move on to postgraduate study. 

 

➢ Entry requirements – this is what the course provider recommends you need to 

do/have to get on the course – from qualifications and specific subjects or grades, 

-  to interviews, admissions tests, and medical requirements. You aren't 

guaranteed, an offer, even if you meet or already have these. 

 

➢ Prerequisite - is a required subject/unit/grade deemed necessary for entry to 

higher level studies in a particular area. 

 

➢ Higher – an SCQF Level 6 academic qualification, usually taken by students aged 

16 –18, and the main qualification used by students to progress to higher 

education. Students may also progress on to an Advanced Higher after they have 

completed their Higher. 

 

➢ Predicted grades – the grades a teacher, tutor, or other adviser qualified to 

remark on a student’s academic suitability believes they will achieve when they 

complete their secondary qualification. 

 

➢ Higher National Certificate (HNC) – a college focused higher education 

qualification, usually taking one year to complete, and roughly equivalent to one 

year of university study. 
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➢ Higher National Diploma (HND) – a college focused higher education qualification 

offered in the UK. Completion of an HND is considered equivalent to the second 

year of a three-year degree course, and can often be used to gain entry to a 

university course. 

 

➢ Degree – Qualification awarded after the successful completion of 

undergraduate study. A Bachelor’s degree normally involves three years of full-

time study. 

 

➢ Honours degree – most Bachelor’s degrees are three-years, but you can earn a 

degree with honours if you decide to continue to study an additional year - fourth 

year. 

 

➢ Widening participation - widening access to Higher Education to allow students 

who previously may not have considered, or have seen themselves able to attend, 

University. 

 

➢ Articulation - not everybody starts an undergraduate degree at university 

directly from school. Some students go to college to study an HNC, after 

successful completion, can enter directly into the second year of a degree 

programme, whilst some students with an HND, can move straight into second or 

third year, depending on their grades and individual circumstances. 

 

➢ Personal statement – a piece of text applicants writes to show why they’re 

applying and why they’d be a great student for a course provider to accept. 
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➢ Reference – in your UCAS application, a recommendation on an applicant’s 

application from a teacher, adviser, or professional. 

 

➢ Conditional offer – An offer of a place on a course subject to conditions. To be 

accepted on the course, you’ll need to meet the conditions – usually related to 

your exam results.  

 

➢ Unconditional offer – in your application, an offer of a place on a course with no 

conditions – the place is yours if you want it. 

 

➢ Unsuccessful – in your application, either you haven’t been made an offer or you 

haven’t met the conditions of a conditional offer. 

 

➢ Clearing –  is a service you can use to look for alternative courses. If you didn’t 

get a place on a course – whether you didn’t receive offers, declined your offers, 

or didn’t get the grades you needed – clearing allows you to apply for courses that 

are still available. 

 

➢ SAAS – The Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) deals with support for 

eligible Scottish domiciled students on courses of higher education throughout 

the UK. 

 

➢ Bursary - A bursary is an amount of money granted to a student in financial need 

to help with their living costs. Bursaries do not have to be repaid. 

 

➢ Student Loan - Financial support package for students carrying out a course of 

Higher Education, are available to help students meet their living costs. Student 

loans do have to be repaid. 
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➢ Postgraduate – higher education study for graduates who have already completed 

an undergraduate course. 

 

➢ Master’s degree – once you’ve completed a Bachelors or honours degree, you can 

go on to study a second qualification, known as a Masters. This is usually for one 

year. 

 

➢ Campus - a place of study where the lecture theatres, libraries, recreational 

areas, take place. 

 

➢ Contact hours - are the hours a student is expected to spend attending tutorials, 

practical lessons, lectures etc., at university. 

 

➢ Class - scheduled teaching activity involving face-to-face contact and includes 

lectures, tutorials, laboratory sessions and seminars. 

 

➢ Lecture - a talk given by a member of academic staff or an expert in their subject, 

these often take place in lecture theatres. 

 

➢ Seminar –  are for small groups of students studying the same course -  normally 

led by a tutor in a seminar room. Seminars are designed for students to talk about 

topics in the course reading or lectures in detail, so students can take  part in the 

debate. 

 

➢ Professional practice - is where a student is required to extend knowledge and 

skills within a practical environment 
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➢ Lecturers - are like teachers or presenters that deliver information to groups of 

students in a lecture setting. Most lecturers are also tutors. 

 

➢ Tutor - is an academic staff member who supervises tutorials for smaller groups 

of students. 

 

➢ Graded Units - are designed to provide evidence that students have successfully 

achieved the main aims of an HNC or HND.  

 

➢ Tutorial - are small discussion groups lead by a tutor. Students are usually 

required to attend one tutorial per week for each unit. Weekly assessments are 

often set and may involve a presentation to the group, a written exercise or 

participation in group discussion. 

 

➢ Examination - is a formal, supervised assessment activity used to assess student 

learning outcomes, exams go towards a percentage of the overall mark for a unit 

and normally takes place at the end of a formal teaching period. 

 

➢ Enrolment - is the process of registering to study a course . 

 

➢ Matriculation - is a permanent status given when a person has satisfied the 

minimum admission criteria for university entry. 

 

➢ Academic year - runs from September to June and is divided into two semesters 

of teaching (autumn and spring), with vacations at Christmas and Easter. 
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➢ Online courses - are delivered via the Internet and/or via email with minimal or 

no direct contact between the student and tutors/lecturers. Many units include 

social networking in the form of discussion forums, chat rooms and team projects. 

 

➢ Freshers Week - sometimes called ‘Induction Week’ is your first week at 

university, and is packed with events and entertainment to help you settle in. 

 

➢ Dissertation - a very long essay (between 10,000 to 20,000 words!) that counts 

towards the final marks for your degree. 

 

➢ Assessment - is the method by which a student’s academic progress and 

performance is measured in a unit. 

 

➢ Assignment - This is a piece of work you must finish and hand in on or before a 

deadline to be marked.  

 

➢ Graduate - someone who has successfully completed their degree. 

 

➢ Blended Learning – (also known as hybrid learning) is when traditional classroom 

teaching is combined with online learning and independent study. 

 

➢ Referencing - key academic practice for higher education students. Through 

correct referencing, you acknowledge the author/s to your research  and give 

your reader the opportunity to reproduce your research by following the same 

referenced  text. 
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➢ Academic Support – is a specialist service team who provide a personal and 

practical approach to academic study for all students – including specialist study 

support for students with dyslexia, dyspraxia and other specific learning 

difficulties. 

 

➢ Halls of Residence - are buildings with rooms or flats, usually built by universities 

or colleges, in which students live during the term 

 

➢ Student Hardship Fund – provides financial assistance for students. Students 

can apply at any point in the academic year and, in some circumstances, during the 

summer vacation.  Awards are grants, and therefore are not repayable. 

 

➢ Student card - a plastic card issued to students that contains key information; 

student’s name, photo, course title, library card number and student number -.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 


